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Welcome from the Chair

The Beacon Magazine would not 
reach your door without the kind 
help of the volunteer band of 

distributors.
Many thanks to them all; Gloria 

Snowdon, Les Hyde, Pat Roach, 
Rob and Ann Cattle, Wendy Farrington, 
Keith Haynes – it couldn’t be done 
without you!

If you have any skills that will help 
us to keep the magazine going or you 
would like to submit an article, please 
let us know as we are always looking 
for new and varied talents!

The Beacon Team...
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Welcome to the August 
Beacon Magazine
The last few months have been diffi cult 
for many people with the Coronavirus 
restrictions as we adjust to the changes.  
Thankfully, the weather has been decent 
and lots of residents have used the 
footpaths and rights of way in our beautiful 
parish. Following the parish council’s huge 
involvement with the Coronavirus response 
we are slowing getting back to normal with 
all usual activities and services.

Key Workers, NHS Staff and 
Volunteers
Thank you on behalf of the council and 
residents to all the keyworkers in our 
parish (and beyond) who continue to do an 
amazing job during Covid.

Foodbank
The Ivinghoe foodbank continues to be 
busy supporting Ivinghoe parish and 
surrounding villages. Food donations can 
be left in St Mary’s Church porch, if you 
need support please contact Babs Byrom
(in confi dence) on 07860 780127.

Wildfl owers
Just before the start of lockdown some 
wildfl ower seeds were planted at the 
bottom of Ivinghoe Lawn and the front 
page shows the results. This is the fi rst 
of the wildfl owers with plans for Ivinghoe 
Aston and other areas in Ivinghoe.

Roads
Bucks Council have informed us that 
they plan to strengthen the Brownlow 
Bridge in September and the Freight 
Strategy for the area continues to be 
planned. We will share any information 
Bucks Council gives us through the 
website ivinghoepc.org and through 
the Ivinghoe Parish Council Meetings.

Play Areas and Fitness 
Equipment
Following government guidelines, the play 
areas have re-opened, parents are advised 
to read the signs which include the latest 
safety guidance.  

Streetlights
The streetlight upgrade project is 
nearly complete.

Parish Council Meetings
Due to Coronavirus Regulations we have 
moved to online only meetings using Zoom, 
this will continue until the government 
advises otherwise. The agendas and login 
details are displayed on our website and 
noticeboards, please login if you can.

‘We will share any information Bucks 
Council gives us through our website 
www.ivinghoepc.org.uk and through 
Ivinghoe Parish Council Meetings.’

 

 

BEACON COPY AND 

ADVERT DEADLINES 
 

We aim to get the magazine distributed 

around the beginning of every February, May, 

August and November. To ensure your article 

or feature makes the edition you would like 

please see the submission deadlines below: 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RikkIAbout

N
ever in the fi eld of 
telecommunications has so much 
been done for so many by so few 

– in Ivinghoe Aston, at least. I’m not a 
massive user of the ether, but I do need 
to shunt decent-sized photos around and 
was becoming increasingly exasperated 
with waiting an hour for a 5MB upload 
to time out. I also quite fancied 
watching The Grand Tour on Amazon 
Prime, but that was just hopeless – 
not the programme, but the stop-start 
streaming. Those days are, thankfully, 
behind us, thanks to the incredible 
efforts of the Ivinghoe Aston Broadband 
Group, chaired by Chris Pyne. I spoke 
to Chris and to David de Butts about the 
trials and tribulations they had endured, 
and their eventual triumph.

It all began back in September 2017, 
when the clamour for ultrafast broadband 
reached fever pitch and Parish Councillor 
Stephen Lott suggested forming an 
action committee. A close-knit team 
with the right mix of skills started work 
with an extensive search for possible 
suppliers. Five or six options emerged, 
covering technologies including wireless, 
satellite, 4G-mobile and fi bre. Initially, the 
company Voneus looked like a good bet. 
They gave an excellent presentation at 
The Village Swan but were scuppered by 
concerns over mast line-of-sight issues, 
possible service disruption under certain 
weather conditions – and by a Peregrine 
Falcon nesting where a mast was 
needed. Eventually they were overtaken 
by fi bre options. 

Having decided to go the Openreach
fi bre route, it was necessary to form 

a company, ingeniously called FIBRIA
(FIbre BRoadband for Ivinghoe Aston) in 
order to be able to apply for Government 
support in the form of vouchers to 
businesses (worth £3000 per signed-up 
business) and individuals (worth £500 
each). Surprisingly for such a small 
village, 26 businesses were eligible, 
and the committee worked incredibly 
hard with them to fi ll in the relevant 
forms. The business “voucher backers” 
generated almost enough funding and 
only a few individuals were required to 
redeem their vouchers. Chris and David 
said that the support from the village 
was amazing throughout.

Fibres were fed through existing 
ducts from the exchange in Eaton Bray, 
along the bridleway to Ivinghoe Aston, 
from where they were strung between 
telegraph poles, giving people the option 
to purchase a service to their house. 
Dealing with Openreach was very 
hard work, but a contact called Vince 
was instrumental in solving the many 
problems that arose. The system should 
see us through many years, as it is 
capable of receiving at least 1 Gigabit 
of data per second, over three times 
that of the maximum (300 Megabits 
per second) that residents can currently 
order. Not only that, but it should future-
proof our house prices, too, and help 
keep us in touch and entertained during 
the shut-down.

After countless hours of hard work and 
lost sleep, twenty-fi ve or so committee 
meetings and a cellar-full of Sheena’s 
wine, the team emerged battle-scarred 
but victorious. They fought on the   u

telephone. They fought on the email. 
They fought at The Village Swan. They 
fought on the bridleways. They never 
surrendered. We salute them all: Sheena 
Bexson, David De Butts, Liam Hall, Clive 
Ketteridge, Chris Pyne and Huw Thomas. 
There would have been a group photo, 
but having everybody stand at least two 
metres apart would have looked daft.

I’m off to stream Star Trek Picard. 
Thanks everybody. 

Nazdrave!
After three years manning the pumps, 
The Village Swan has bid farewell to Kiril, 
Veronika, Katrin, Alex and Ivy. They will 
be much missed. They are now living in 
Dunstable so, hopefully, we will see them 
around. In any event, I am sure you would 
want to join me in thanking them and 
wishing them well. Sean and Seb have 
taken over. Let’s hope it’s not too long 
before we can sample their cellar skills. 
In the meantime, Dee and I have greatly 
enjoyed their Saturday fi sh and chips!

Victory
The 70th anniversary of VE Day was 
celebrated in style, with a rendition 
of songs led by Taira Foo, and a 
fancy-dress competition. I’m not sure 
if there was an offi cial winner, but my 
vote goes to Charlie, and his dressers, 
the Benton family.

Sean and Seb with my delicious fi sh and chips

Charlie (note how many cats he downed)

Taira leading the singing
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Albert, one of the organisers, joining in and 
looking the part

Ivinghoe Aston residents clapping for carers

Ketts leading the National Anthem
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Clapping for Carers

Rikki Harrington
Brampton, Ivinghoe Aston
01525 220625; 
harrington.rikki@gmail.com.

Please get in touch if you have any 
news, views or ideas!

As many of you are aware 
Hazel sadly passed away 
on 26th May.

Since we came to the village in 1976 Hazel has been 
involved in many aspects of village life. A founder 
member of the Lacemakers of Ivinghoe and a 
demonstrator of the art at Pitstone Museum for 30 
plus years. A member of WI for many years and part 
of the Church Sewing Group who give such good 
support to the church.

Hazel was also, along with Geoff, a founder member 
of the Brookmead School PTA, which continues 
today as ‘The Friends of Brookmead School’.

Hazel supported Geoff when he was a Parish 
Councillor particularly when he was Chairman and 
was very active when the village fought successfully 
to keep the Library.

Geoff and all the members of the Travis family would 
like to thank the many people in the village who 
have reached out to express their sadness and to 
offer their support, it is very much appreciated.

Best wishes, Heather

Hazel Travis
Tribute

Have you ever thought about ‘growing your own’?  
Growing  your  own  fruit  and  vegetables  can  be  a very 
satisfying experience and in Ivinghoe we are very lucky 

to  have  some  beautiful  allotments  just  off  Church 
Road, overlooking St Mary’s Church.
If  you are an Ivinghoe resident and would like some 
more information about availability of plots – we have 
them in a range of sizes – please contact the Parish 

Clerk at ivinghoeparishclerk@gmail.com

NB: there may not always be an available plot but we do keep a 
waiting list!
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PITSTONE	VILLAGE	HEALTH	CENTRE	
YARDLEY	AVENUE,	PITSTONE,	LEIGHTON	BUZZARD,	BEDS,	LU7		9BE	

01525	223211	
www.pitstonesurgery.co.uk	

DR	J	R	BELL,	DR	HEATHER	WHITE,	DR	STEPHANIE	JOHNSTON,	DR	KIRSTEN	RIEMER,		
DR	CHARLOTTE	FISHER,	DR	LEE	MITCHELL,	&	DR	SHIV	KORIA	

	
We	welcome	patients	from	Marsworth	&	Cheddington	as	well	as	the	‘Ivinghoes’	and	Pitstone	

including	Castlemead	estate.	
We	also	offer	a	medication	dispensing	service	to	our	patients	who	live	in	Cheddington	and	

surrounding	villages.	
	

We	are	a	dispensing	practice	offering	a	full	range	of	health	services	at	our	surgery	including	Family	
planning,	Midwifery,	In-house	blood	tests,	Travel	and	Minor	surgery,	Weekly	visiting	hearing	aid	

service	and	ear	wax	microsuction.	
	

	

Independent Fine Art & Chattel Auctioneers and Valuers. Est 1832

Auctioneers & Valuers of Fine Art, 
Antique Furniture & Collectables

Fortnightly General Sales of General Furnishings & Effects
Antique Furniture & Fine Art Sales

Total & Part House Clearance Specialists
If you can’t find it here you won’t find it anywhere!

Buying or Selling, contact us on 01442 826446
The Market Premises, Brook Street, Tring, Herts HP23 5EF

Website: www.tringmarketauctions.co.uk
Email: sales@tringmarketauctions.co.uk

Tring Market
               Auctions
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Ivinghoe & Pitstone 
Women’s Institute
	

	
SING	 	 	 BOOKS	 	 HEADBANDS	 	 LAUGH	
BOXSETS	 	 ONLINE	 	 SCRUBBAGS		 	 YAWN	
READING	 	 CHAT	 	 	 CALM		 	 	 WALKS	
KINDNESS	 	 REST	 	 	 FRIENDSHIP		 	 GARDENING	
REFLECTION		 GIN	 	 	 THEATRE	 	 	 FACETIME	
PEACE	 	 DIET	 	 	 PATIENCE	 	 	 KNIT	
WINE		 	 SEW	 	 	 SHOPPING	 	 	 MOAN	
CRY	 	 	 TV	 	 	 QUIZ	 	 	 	 CLAP	
SLEEP		 	 TEA	 	 	 ZOOM	 	 	 JAM	
FOODBANK	 	 CYCLE		 	 BAKE	 	 	 	 SIT	
	
SEE	IF	YOU	CAN	FIND	40	BUZZ	WORDS	WHICH	TELL	YOU	WHAT	THE	WI	HAVE	
BEEN	UP	TO	DURING	LOCKDOWN!	SOME	ARE	ACTUAL,	BUT	SOME	ARE	
ASPIRATIONAL!	

W	 R	 R	 I	 B	 V	 D	 C	 K	 H	 S	 D	 N	 A	 B	 D	 A	 E	 H	 C	
K	 E	 E	 W	 N	 I	 X	 P	 Y	 S	 S	 E	 N	 D	 N	 I	 K	 W	 Y	 X	
N	 M	 F	 M	 E	 M	 E	 R	 J	 G	 T	 G	 T	 R	 Z	 M	 B	 C	 Z	 R	
A	 I	 L	 T	 L	 E	 C	 N	 E	 I	 T	 A	 P	 W	 O	 N	 L	 I	 N	 E	
B	 T	 E	 A	 L	 M	 O	 A	 N	 F	 S	 P	 Y	 Q	 N	 E	 H	 C	 L	 A	
D	 E	 C	 S	 H	 Z	 L	 K	 W	 D	 D	 I	 E	 T	 B	 G	 V	 X	 K	 D	
O	 C	 T	 E	 N	 I	 W	 I	 A	 T	 Y	 P	 S	 D	 U	 F	 G	 H	 J	 I	
O	 A	 I	 R	 W	 A	 A	 T	 Y	 Z	 O	 O	 M	 A	 E	 L	 W	 E	 T	 N	
F	 F	 O	 C	 Y	 K	 L	 E	 A	 O	 M	 R	 L	 M	 G	 S	 T	 R	 F	 G	
G	 A	 N	 R	 T	 I	 K	 O	 N	 D	 J	 S	 T	 I	 S	 A	 Y	 T	 P	 T	
N	 E	 W	 S	 T	 E	 S	 X	 O	 B	 M	 A	 K	 J	 A	 R	 A	 A	 J	 O	
I	 D	 I	 Z	 E	 P	 B	 B	 S	 O	 L	 N	 M	 K	 C	 M	 W	 E	 J	 A	
S	 Y	 I	 C	 K	 N	 O	 S	 H	 O	 P	 P	 I	 N	 G	 A	 E	 H	 T	 N	
L	 U	 M	 H	 A	 F	 Q	 U	 V	 K	 A	 E	 W	 O	 R	 E	 S	 T	 S	 I	
Q	 S	 G	 A	 B	 B	 U	 R	 C	 S	 I	 G	 N	 I	 N	 E	 D	 P	 A	 G	
B	 T	 C	 T	 W	 F	 S	 E	 C	 A	 E	 P	 Q	 U	 Z	 C	 G	 D	 E	 H	
V	 U	 P	 A	 L	 C	 G	 S	 T	 L	 P	 I	 H	 S	 D	 N	 E	 I	 R	 F	
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    Ivinghoe Town Hall 
                          + 
        Beacon Villages      
    Community Library 
         (Charity No. 300287) 
 
 
                                                                                                                                              

 
Greetings from your Town Hall Management Committee! 

In common with the rest of the country, we closed the Town Hall for bookings on 23rd March, but that doesn’t mean that  

we haven’t been busy getting everything spruced up for when we can re-open! 

Ten years after the last redecoration, the walls and ceiling have been painted and the suspended pine floor has been sanded  

and varnished. Everything is very shiny and clean! 

All 140 chairs have had a much-needed professional deep clean, removing 30 years of grime! It doesn’t bear thinking about  

does it! 

As a Listed 17th Century Grade 11 building, Ivinghoe Town Hall was scheduled by Bucks County Council to have extensive 

external remedial works from May to June of this year. For obvious reasons, this didn’t happen but it has now been rescheduled 

for July to September. So with luck, by the time you’re reading this, it will be underway! Fingers crossed! Scaffolding will have 

to be erected for access to the roof and gutters and the removal  and repair of the beautiful Gothic windows so if you’re queueing  

outside for the Post Office you may now have shade or rain cover! The exterior of the building will also be repainted. 

 

At the time of writing, we are unable to accept any new bookings for the Hall until the Government’s advice is changed. It may 

well have already changed by the time you’re reading! We have preserved all of our regular booking slots for when we can  

re-open and we look forward to welcoming everyone back. 

 

Until then, stay safe and keep smiling – it brightens the day for everyone you meet! 

 

 

                           

Ivinghoe 
Town Hall & 

Beacon Villages 
Community 

Library
(Charity No. 300287)

Greetings from your 
Town Hall Management 
Committee!
In common with the rest of the country,  
we closed the Town Hall for bookings on 
23rd March, but that doesn’t mean that 
we haven’t been busy getting everything 
spruced up for when we can re-open!

Ten years after the last redecoration, 
the walls and ceiling have been painted 
and the suspended pine floor has been 
sanded and varnished. Everything is very 
shiny and clean!

All 140 chairs have had a much-needed 
professional deep clean, removing  
30 years of grime! It doesn’t bear 
thinking about does it!

As a Listed 17th Century Grade 
11 building, Ivinghoe Town Hall was 
scheduled by Bucks County Council 
to have extensive external remedial 
works from May to June of this year. For 
obvious reasons, this didn’t happen but 
it has now been rescheduled for July to 
September. So with luck, by the time 
you’re reading this, it will be underway! 
Fingers crossed! Scaffolding will have 
to be erected for access to the roof and 

gutters and the removal  and repair of 
the beautiful Gothic windows so if you’re 
queueing outside for the Post Office you 
may now have shade or rain cover!  
The exterior of the building will also  
be repainted.

At the time of writing, we are unable 
to accept any new bookings for the Hall 
until the Government’s advice is changed. 
It may well have already changed by the 
time you’re reading! We have preserved 
all of our regular booking slots for when 
we can re-open and we look forward to 
welcoming everyone back.

Until then, stay safe and keep 
smiling – it brightens the day for 
everyone you meet!

To Hire Ivinghoe Town Hall: 
Stephen Swinbank
(The Booking Secretary) on 
01296 660680.
Or email: spswinbank@gmail.com
Web: www.ivinghoetownhall.org.uk

FORD END WATERMILL 
        
       
Ford End Watermill, for those not familiar with 
it, is a small farm mill, which has produced  
flour and animal feed for centuries. On Station 
Road, just a short distance from the centre of 
Ivinghoe, it is run today entirely by volunteers. 
The mill is fully operational and we mill at each 
opening to the public. Our wholemeal flour is 
much sought after.     
 
Would you like to join our team  
of volunteers? 
 
We would welcome volunteers who can: 
 

− help maintain the mill through this Autumn, Winter and Spring in readiness  
for next year's openings. 

− help us welcome our visitors as they arrive for one of our openings each 
Summer - on Sundays and Bank Holidays; and/or 

− guide visitors around the mill describing how we use the power of water from 
our millpond to drive our waterwheel, our gears and our millstones to produce 
our sought-after wholemeal flour. 

 
There are opportunities for individuals with a variety of skills. So whether your 
preference is to meet our visitors, to explain all about the mill to visitors or to get to 
grips with the mill building and its machinery – the choice is yours. We can provide 
you with the necessary training and we have all the relevant information about the  
mill – how it works, its history and how it has been restored. 
 
We are a friendly group. All of us are committed to conserving this priceless resource 
for future generations. We can provide new volunteers with the satisfaction that 
comes from showing how the sustainable power of water can be used to produce  
flour for the baking of bread. 
 
So, if you are interested, please telephone:  
 John Wallis on 01296 661997; 
 Chris Tugby on 01442 825421; or  
 Stephen Booth on 01296 661745. 
 
You can also contact us by email at millman@fordendwatermill.co.uk  
 
Stephen Booth, Chairman, Ford End Watermill Society 
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Our Hub run by this 
community for all

HOW TO BOOK HUB SPACE: Booking space within the  
Hub is easy but needs to follow through by the Hirer who:

1.  Approaches café team who man the Hub Diary 7 
days a week at café counter or the Hirer approaches 
Trustee team via phone 01296-661666 or email 
Ivinghoeoldschoolcommunityhub@btconnect.com

  Half space £9/£7 per hour or whole hall £12/£10 per 
hour. (or an element of the IT Room after negotiation)

2.  The process is explained by obtaining from either source 
a vital Booking Form which includes the extra special 
options bookable, the insurance cover and awareness 
of the hirers cleaning up obligations – to be filled in and 
returned within 7 days and the fee paid – if not then – no 
later than  
3 days before the date booked.

3.  By this returned form and fee, the booking is made 
formal and then penned into diary which means it 
cannot be over-ridden or double booked – This booking 
then translates to our ‘digital diary’ graphically – charted 
monthly by Bob to ensure visual awareness of all 
bookings- posted on Facebook Page, web-site and email 
data-base, hard copy on Notice Board for Public viewing.

Join in with your DIY skills please! You are all so 
welcome to join in!
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James B Chadburn FBHI 
  Fine Antique clocks & Barometers

Specialist in repairs &
restorations.

Valuations & clock
finding service.

Advice & assistance on
formation & disposal of
private clock collections.

Quality clocks/barometers
Bought & sold.

Telephone 01525 221165
Mobile 07790 000629

E-mail: info@jameschadburn.com

		 	

BVCL 100 CLUB	

Now in its 4th Year! 

Come and join our many prizewinners 
and help to support your local Library. 

Why not pick up a pack at the Library 
in Ivinghoe?  Or email 
treasurer@bvcl.org.uk for further 
details and an online application form. 

	

 
Dear Dog Walkers of the Parish 

 
The walks round here are nice, we think you’ll all agree,  

And many people comment, on the views being so pretty. 
But sometimes on the path you walk, you look and you do see, 

A squidgy thing you stepped on, is something that’s sh***y. 
 

So we kindly ask you, when Rover needs a poop, 
You make a little effort; you simply bend and scoop, 

And have a thought for fellow (wo)man, do not commit a sin, 
You know you need to pick it up, and put it in the bin! 

 
(The Dog Warden can be contacted on 01296 555605) 
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Hello, fellow HUBerlubbers, 
WhatsApp = Covid-19 is!

Our lovely Ivinghoe Old School 
Community Hub project, which will have 
been running for 7 years in autumn, is now 
emerging out of Covid lockdown. The Old 
School was saved from conversion into 
housing after a passionate campaign by the 
community in 2009 to 2011 to convert it to 
a vibrant community Hub. A vast amount of 
work was put in by enthusiastic volunteers 
to secure funding, restore the building 
and persuade Buckinghamshire Council to 
grant a 25 year lease on the building which 
they did in 2013. Although the Community 
Hub is still fi nancially strong, much loved 
and still very much championed and used 
the number of trustees and volunteers 
has decreased from 20 to 5 over the years 
since then and we are all now very long 
in the tooth and well over the 70 year old 
‘vunerable’ classifi cation!

The main aim of the Community 
Hub has always been to promote 
“Community Wellbeing” in anyway 
possible so when Covid-19 struck the 
remaining trustees spearheaded the 
creation of a lively and willing group 
of 29 volunteers providing mutual 
support for Ivinghoe village wellbeing 
throughout the pandemic. The Hub e-mail: 
ivinghoeoldschoolcommunityhub@
btconnect.com and phone number 
01296 661666 became the Helpline for 
Ivinghoe. A bonus was that forming this 
group enabled many of us to get to know 
our newer neighbours better, which was 
great fun.

We remaining 5 trustees have gently 
come out of Lockdown isolation and are 

preparing for a late summer return to the 
Hub for least risky of the activity hirers. 
With a plan to open Hub Hall bookings 
gradually for medium risk after that and for 
high risk only when the mitigating vaccine, 
treatments etc, are in place. We have been 
re-considering our Risk assessment forms 
and making a Hub Hirers Risk Assessment 
for potential clients. We are recomposing a 
Covid secure New Booking Form, creating 
small Graphic prompts on social distancing, 
toilet use, no face touching, sanitizing and 
inevitably “Wash your Hands!”

I am thrilled to have experienced how 
Ivinghoe and Pitstone volunteers have 
turned out to cope with the Covid crisis 
so ‘Well done all, keep it together just in 
case.’ Volunteering as an adult is locally 
very much appreciated for future continued 
community resilience! So fi nally, I would 
like to make a call-out to all those potential 
volunteers near and far who might have 
some spare energy or time to offer to step 
forward as Hub Volunteer to help us run 
this valuable Community Hub. Maybe you 
would enjoy assisting in the practical work 
of maintaining the Hub and helping with 
the various popular events run throughout 
the year such as Spring Market, Winter 
Market or Pancake races. Maybe become 
a Trustee and dream up new programmes 
like small theatre on the boards or cinema 
groups in the Hall. The Hub project is for 
Community Wellbeing for all, and it will 
stay as that because of the agreement with 
Buckinghamshire Council and its ratifi ed 
constitution. It cannot be repurposed to 

a lone business, etc. So with eighteen 
years left on the lease it has a great deal of 
community interaction still to witness!

Please step-up Community; you have 
proved how generous and caring you can 
be recently! We trustees are now in our 
seventies and some in their late eighties. 
Please let me know what time you can 
offer us as a volunteer to assist keeping this 
life-enhancing, generous community project 
going (and which friends you can bring with 
you?). Make this old building ring again with 
laughter as you eat up those small tasks by 
doing them together.

We will be very happy to show you the 
ropes slowly over 2021.

Chat to me/us please, by email: 
carolrtarrant@gmail.com or 
ivinghoeoldschoolcommunityhub@
btconnect.com, by note through the door 
of the hub for Bob and Carol or leave a 
message on the phone 01296 661666.

Stay safe, keep well and join in with us 
please, life feels so much better when we 
share some of it.

Email: ivinghoeoldschoolcommunityhub@
btconnect.com

Facebook: Ivinghoe Old School Hub

Website: ivinghoeoldschool.com

Thanks Carol Tarrant Chair of Hub
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T
he Great Brickhill, Wing and 
Ivinghoe Neighbourhood Police 
Team would like to provide you with 

this newsletter to update you on the 
crime trends and figures for the last few 
months. Ordinarily I would update these 
at a community forum, which obviously 
cannot be held at this time. These should 
hopefully reassure you that in these 
strange times, we have still managed to 
keep crime low and maintain a normal 
service to your neighbourhoods.

The overriding picture for your 
neighbourhoods is that the overall crime 
has dropped when compared to the 
same period last year. The following 
figures shown are drawn from 1st March 
to 9th June and are compared to the 
same period last year:
•  Overall victim based crime has 

dropped by 31%
•  Residential burglaries have dropped by 

75%, with only two being reported.
•  Burglaries of sheds and garages have 

dropped by 60%.
•  Commercial/burglaries to business 

premises have dropped by 22%.
•  Theft of motor vehicles have reduced 

by 67%.
•  Theft from motor vehicles have 

dropped by 36%.
•  Interfering with motor vehicles has 

dropped by 71%
Our Neighbourhood Priorities 

remain as before. These are:
1.  Prevent and reduce rural crime
2.  Prevent and reduce Theft from  

Motor Vehicles
3.  Prevent and reduce Burglaries (to 

include sheds and garages).

The above figures show that we 
are succeeding in these priorities. The 
Eastern corridor of our Neighbourhood 
remains on our hotspot patrols and we 
will remain to upkeep these patrols to 
deter cross border criminals from using 
this area. We have remained in contact 
with Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire 
Police to swap intelligence and assist 
one another in this location too.

The main issue we have seen an 
increase in during the last few months 
is in reports of ASB. This is unsurprising 
with breaches of the COVID19 social 
distancing reports coming in, which we 
have tried to manage via a forecwide 
response called OP RESTORE. We have 
made it our purpose to Engage and 
Explain to those who breached the guide 
lines, and issued fixed penalty notices to 
those who failed to adhere to them on 
several occasions.

We continue to have reports of 
improper use of the Pitstone Quarry, 
with persons trespassing onto this site 
to swim and sunbathe. We are working 
with Hertfordshire Police, the Transport 
Authorities and the Health and Safety 
Executive to try and resolve this issue.

The lockdown has naturally 
caused some tensions on existing 
Neighbourhood Disputes. We have taken 
robust actions where offences have 
been identified and worked with housing 
providers where appropriate to deal with 
tenancy breaches. In one circumstance 
civil injunctions have been placed on 
addresses to prevent re-occurrences of 
ASB. This will not be tolerated and we 

Dear Resident,

We are in the process of setting up a Digital Evidence Management 
System (DEMS) where there will be a stronger link between our Public 
and the Police in terms of gathering CCTV evidence.

Historically when there has been an incident, the Police would have 
contacted a person who has CCTV and asked them to copy any relevant 
footage they have to a disc or USB stick. With DEMS, the Officer would 
send the CCTV owner a secure link which would enable them to simply 
upload the footage onto the DEMS system. This is a more timely process 
and will speed up investigations. 

To register for this, please email your name, address, email address and 
contact number to the Great Brickhill, Wing and Ivinghoe Team using the 
following email address:  
greatbrickhillwingivinghoeNHPT@thamesvalley.pnn.police.uk

Many Thanks  
The Great Brickhill, Wing and Ivinghoe Neighbourhood Policing Team

will do our best to act on such incidents, 
using our partner agencies when required.

With the likelihood of lockdown 
measures being loosened in coming 
months and more people leaving their 
homes to go to work, I would urge 
everyone to maintain good crime 
prevention practices at home:
•  Keep keys (particularly contactless 

keys) away from doors, and store in a 
metal tin to block any signal.

•  Ensure all doors and windows are 
locked and secure.

•  Consider use of a traditional steering 
lock on your vehicles.

•  Any caravan or motorhome owners 

should use adequate wheel and 
towing locks. Consider use of tracking 
devices in them.

•  Trades person must continue to 
remove tools from their vehicles 
when unattended and ensure they are 
marked and serial numbers kept.

We wish you well and thank you 
for your patience in adhering to social 
distancing guidelines.

Kind Regards
PC 5688 Matt Craker
Neighbourhood Supervisor for Great 
Brickhill, Wing and Ivinghoe district.
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Station LiftShare.

wmtrains.liftshare.com

A helping hand to 
Tring station.

Find your carshare partners and start saving money on petrol and 
parking. Join now to register as a driver or passenger. Simply select 
the railway stations you use and let us do the rest to help you and 
environment. 

Station LiftShare is a new online car sharing service available for 
London Northwestern Railway customers. Customers register their 
trip to the station and we find a match for people heading in the 
same direction at similar times or days of the week; whether as a 
driver or a passenger. We can also use the information to help set 
up a shared taxi or community minibus service. 

Please visit our website for more information:

Join 
Free Register as 

a driver or to 
seek a lift

Have you 
considered using 

Community Transport 
or taxi services in your 

area to make 
necessary trips?

wmtrains.liftshare.com 

Why Station LiftShare? 

Station LiftShare is all about helping connect people who may be 
travelling to your local station on the same days and times. It is a 
scheme tailored to London Northwestern Railway customers. 

Where is Station Lift Share available? 

We are rolling out Station LiftShare at a range of stations across the 
London Northwestern Railway Network. You can find out what stations 
have Station LiftShare available online. 

Who can use Station LiftShare? 

Station LiftShare is available for any of our customers. You  
have to be over 18 to share a lift. 

When can I get onboard with Station LiftShare? 

You can register online or by phone and start finding matches. We can 
then help you share trips. 

You don’t 
have to live close 

to somebody to car 
share; just pick
them up on the 

way!

Try re-
timing or re-

routing trips to 
travel with 

others. 

There are four very simple steps involved to register.

      

Sign Search Share Support 
Register 

online or call 
to make a 

start.

Enter your trip 
find a 

potential car 
share. 

Make contact. 
Confirm the plan.

Start building up 
your journeys. 
Contact us for 

help.

FAQ’s
Online!

wmtrains.liftshare.com

If you have any questions, please contact 
accessibility@wmtrains.co.uk or call 07970 447 880
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children safe online?
Do you know who you’re 
speaking to online?

D
uring lockdown, many of us have 
turned to the internet to stay in 
touch, which goes for children as 

well as adults. Sadly, some criminals are 
using these extraordinary circumstances 
as a way to exploit and target young 
people when they are online.

Since the government restrictions were 
introduced Thames Valley Police have 
seen an increase in reports of online 
sexual abuse involving children and are 
urging parents to take this opportunity to 
have honest conversations about online 
safety with their children and to review 
privacy settings on the apps and social 
networks that they are using.

Online sexual abuse is any type of 
sexual abuse that happens on the web, 
whether through social networks, online 
gaming or using mobile phones. In 
some cases this involves children being 
groomed or exploited by an adult.

Any child or young person that uses the 
internet or has a smartphone could be a 
victim of online sexual abuse and they 
can be at risk from people they know, as 
well as from strangers. Those they are 
speaking to online may not be who they 
say they are.

The signs of online sexual abuse can be 
hard to spot and in these unprecedented 
times it is possible that these changes in 
behaviour may be mistakenly attributed to 
the change of circumstance or routine in 
which we all fi nd ourselves.

These signs include; hiding computer 
screens or taking phone calls away 
from others, being secretive about what 

S
taying safe online has never been 
more important than right now as 
we’re all spending more time on 

our phones, tablets, laptops and games 
consoles to stay in touch and keep our 
spirits up.

There is a risk with social media and 
games that have a chat option that 
someone that you don’t know could 
try to contact you, or add you as a friend 
or request to follow you. Remember, 
it’s ok to ignore their message or decline 
their request.

Thames Valley Police know that some 
criminals are using the lockdown to try 
and make contact with young people 
online, build up a friendship with them 
and then encourage them to do things 
that they don’t feel comfortable doing. 
Not everyone online is who they say 
they are, so don’t befriend people you 
don’t know.

they’re doing and who they’re talking 
to, sudden personality changes or mood 
swings, engaging less with family and 
their usual friends and referring to a ‘new 
friend’ but offering limited information 
about them.

If you are concerned for the safety of a 
child, call Thames Valley Police on 101, or 
the NSPCC helpline on 0808 800 5000.

To support parents during COVID-19, 
the National Crime Agency’s Child 
Exploitation and Online Protection division 
are producing fortnightly activity packs 
to help discuss staying safe online with 
your children. These age-appropriate 
resources, containing two 15-minute 
activities for each age group, can be 
found at www.thinkuknow.co.uk.

Thames Valley Police continues to 
intercept and bring to justice those who 
attempt to exploit children online and 
encourage anyone who is concerned 
about the sexual behaviour of an adult 
or a child, to call 101 or the Stop it Now
helpline on 0808 1000 900.

Now is a good time to take a look at 
the privacy settings of the apps that 
you use. Check the default settings 
and make appropriate changes to keep 
yourself safe when you use them. 
Advice for over 60 of the most popular 
apps and games have been created by 
the NSPCC and O2 and can be found at 
www.net-aware.org.uk.

If you are unsure about someone 
that you’re speaking to or if you see 
something online that makes you feel 
uncomfortable, unsafe or worried walk 
away from your phone or computer and 
tell an adult immediately. This could be a 
friend, your parent, one of your teachers, 
the police or Childline.

You can contact the police on 101 or 
by going online at www.thamesvalley.
police.uk/contact and you can contact 
Childline by calling 0800 1111 or chat 
online at www.childline.org.uk.
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Rainbows: Monday 4.30 – 5.30pm Pitstone Memorial Hall

Guider: Elaine Thorogood 01296 661540

Brownies: Monday 5.45 – 7.15pm Pitstone Memorial Hall

Guider: Elaine Thorogood 01296 661540

Girl Guides: Tuesday 7.00 – 8.30pm Ivinghoe Old School Village Hub,  

High Street, Ivinghoe Hall. Guider: Rebecca Capron 07545 347787 

Email: beckylonghurst@hotmail.co.uk

To join us, please visit our website at Girlguiding.org.uk

	

	

	
1st	Ivinghoe	and	Pitstone	Beavers	(5	3/4	-8	year	olds)	
Monday	6-7pm	with	Tom	as	Watermill	Coloney	leader	
Tuesday	6-7pm	with	Jakki	as	Windmill	Coloney	leader	
	
1st	Ivinghoe	and	Pitstone	Cubs	(8-10	year	olds)	
Wednesday	6:30-8pm	(Dan)		Akela	as	Windmill	Pack	leader		
Thursday	6:30-8pm	(Rob)	Shere	Khan	as	Watermill	Pack	leader	
	
1st	Ivinghoe	and	Pitstone	Scouts	(10	1/2	-14	1/2	year	olds)	
Friday	7-8:30pm	Andrew	as	Troop	Leader	
	
For	any	enquiries	or	to	join	the	waiting	list	please	contact	us	
on	ivinghoe.pitstone.scouts@gmail.com		
Or	our	Group	Scout	Leader,	Andrew	Woods	on	ivinghoe.pitstone.scouts@gmail.com	
or	07768	980311	
	
We	are	also	raising	money	to	rebuild	the	village	a	purpose	built	scout	hut	and	are	selling		
bricks	to	supporters	for	£10	each.	Please	email	the	above	address	for	details.		
	
 

15

MA
Technology Services

Technology Support
for Home and Business

PCs, Smartphones, Tablets, Printers
Broadband, Internet, WiFi, Email

Security Guidance
Virus Protection & Removal

Upgrades & Installations
Data and System Recovery

Hardware & Software Troubleshooting
Home & Offi  ce Network Setup & Support

01525 229695 (Edlesborough)
support@morenassociates.co.uk

Lynn McGill

George House • High street • Tring

07843 488783
01442 822623
hello@LynnMcGillCounselling.co.uk

MBACP 373410

Counselling for
Adults,Teenagers 

and Couples

Supporting your growth 
and change through counselling

Depression•anxiety•low self-esteem
disordered eating•loss and grief

relationship issues•abuse•and more...
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BEACON COMMUNITY CHOIR 
As we write this, it is nearly six weeks since we should have performed Karl 
Jenkins’s “Stabat Mater” to a packed St Mary’s church, and we should also have 
been preparing for our ever popular open air, summer programme, this time 
returning to The Lawn in Ivinghoe.  How things have changed in such a short time.
In the nearly 13 years since the choir was formed, we have never been silent for 
such a long period of time.  But though we are not performing in public, work is 
still going on in the background.  Like many choirs all over the country, the Beacon 
Community Choir has been meeting on Zoom, swapping lockdown stories and 
laughing and singing together throughout the current crisis.  We are learning new 
repertoire and making plans for future concerts once we are allowed to perform 
again.  
Until the government give us all the go ahead to gather together in larger groups, 
and concerts and theatre performances are once again allowed, we cannot give 
any definite dates of future choir concerts, but as soon as we are able, we will be 
celebrating in song together with you, our loyal and valued audience.
We hope you all keep safe over the coming weeks and we look forward to seeing 
you soon at our first concert in the new season!
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Some of you will know that we are 
without a vicar just now. As all 
appointments have been frozen 

because of Covid 19, this will be the 
case for some time. So, until then the 
church wardens, Babs Byrom and David 
Green and I will be responsible for the 
day to day running of the church with the 
help and support of Val, our lovely Area 
Dean. In the letter below she introduces 
herself to us all.

If St. Mary’s can help you in any way, 
please contact Babs on 07860 780127 or 
David or myself on 01296 668648. At the 
moment, we are only open for private 
prayer twice a week on Wednesdays 
from 10-midday and Saturday afternoons 
from 2-4pm but as circumstances 
change we will let you know.

Sandra Green – Licensed Lay Minister 

Extraordinary times call for 
extraordinary action
Dear folks,
My name is Val Plumb and I’m currently 
the Rural Dean for the Mursley deanery 
and one of my jobs is to support 
churches when they are without a vicar! 

So, it has been a real joy getting to 
know your church wardens and ministry 
team over the last few months and I 
very much look forward to getting to 
know you too!

But it is fair to say that things haven’t 
quite been as straight forward as we 
would have liked, who would have 
thought 3/4 months ago we would be 

living in a world where phrases like ‘new 
normal, stay safe and social distancing’ 
would be in our language let alone all the 
extreme changes that we have endured 
as a society!

But thankfully the one thing that 
has not changed in all of this, and will 
never change, is God and His promise 
to be with us in whatever we are going 
through. Jesus said ‘And surely I am 
with you always, to the very end of the 
age’ Matthew 28:20. And best of all, 
God doesn’t do Social Distancing!

It been a rough time for everyone 
during these extraordinary times, but 
especially for our elderly and vulnerable 
who have and are still experiencing 
some real isolation as they continue 
to shield. As a church it has been 
such a privilege to work alongside our 
communities as we collectively reach 
out and support our neighbours.

Lockdown or locked up as I like to call 
it created some of the most challenging 
and painful times and for some and 
for others it became a real treat, an 
opportunity to simply stop.  

One of the great gifts of the Christian 
messages that is so often forgotten 
about is the call to be still, to let go and 
let God. We are so good at being busy 
with the outside world that sometimes 
we forget that its equally important to do 
the ‘housework’ within ourselves too.

It’s so easy to give into pressure, to 
fulfi l other’s expectations, to keep the 
show on the road that often we fi nd 
ourselves feeling exhausted and fed up, 

News from St. Mary’s Church, 
Ivinghoe
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and that is not the best place to be and 
certainly not the place that God is calling 
us to be.

We have a long history of early church 
fathers who knew the importance of to 
use a modern term ‘chillin’ out’, they 
would literally opt out of everyday life 
choose to be totally alone, and start 
living and breathing at a much deeper 
level of existence where they developed, 
a calm simple routine and rhythm to life.  

As the year arches through summertime 
for some the busyness naturally lulls, 
people traditionally take more holidays, 
schools close and our young people fi nally 
get to rest after the pressure of exams, 
and we just seem to spend more time 
outside in nature enjoying the warmth and 
colour of the season.

But in these extraordinary times I urge 
you more than ever to ‘stop and smell 
the roses’, coming out of lockdown will 
be a challenging time because we simply 
don’t know the future and for many that 
can be very stressful.

Whenever, I fi nd myself getting 
stressed and needing to put the brakes 
on life I always go back to these basic but 
comforting words from Jesus who lovingly 
reminds us that we don’t have to do it all!

Jesus said; 
Come to me, all you who are weary 

and burdened, and I will give you rest. 
Matt 11:28

Peace I leave with you; my peace 
I give you. I do not give to you as the 
world gives. Do not let your hearts be 

troubled and do not be afraid. 
John 14:27

Do not worry about tomorrow, 
for tomorrow will worry about itself. 
Each day has enough trouble of its own. 
Matthew 6:34

So, I wish you well, stay safe, stay 
positive and remember... the importance 
of doing nothing and then resting 
afterwards!

Love and Blessings 
Revd. Val
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We have a beginners group meeting fortnightly in the 
church ringing the beautiful hand-bells that belong to  
St. Mary’s Church Ivinghoe.

If you missed the taster evening, and would like to have a 
go, or see and hear what happens it is not too late so please 
get in touch or come along to a Monday evening meeting. 
We have fun, a break for refreshments and experience the 
very special sound of our 139 year old bells.

Alex Wynne 01296 668336

IVINGHOE HAND-BELLS

 
Ivinghoe & Pitstone Chapel Fellowship 

Sunday Services are held on the third Sunday of each month, at 12 Church Rd unless 
otherwise specified, and start at 10.30 a.m. followed by refreshments 

*** 
FIRST THURSDAY FRIENDS 

Come and enjoy a family film on the first Thursday of each month. 
Time: 2pm - approx 4.15pm in the millennium room, Pitstone Hall 

*** 
PITSTONE OVER 60s’ CLUB 

We are a small and friendly group of local men and women who meet together for a 
varied programme of Speakers, Entertainment and Quizes etc., plus Refreshments. 

We meet at the Yardley Centre, Yardley Avenue,  
on the third Thursday of each month: 2.00 – 4.00 p.m. 

 
Interested? Need more information? 

01296 668005 

 
Did you know that your local 

churches in Ivinghoe, Slapton and 
Marsworth run a Food Bank? 

 

Do you know of anyone  
who is in need of food?  
Are you short of food 
yourself or need someone  
to shop for you? 
Please contact Sandra on 01296 668648  
or Babs on 07860 780127 
 
All calls will be dealt with confidentially and 
we will arrange for a box of food to be left 
on the doorstep. 
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It seems a lifetime ago I wrote my last 
diary entry so will run through what 
has been happening this year.

Spring 2020 It stopped raining at last 
and the plots have dried out nicely. It 
was lovely to get weeding.

I have never had any luck with garlic, 
but I am having another go this year. I 
found a bulb in the fridge so decided to 
plant that. It has come through rather 
well, will have to wait and see what it 
turns out like. My hens are all looking 
rather splendid and are in full lay, I have 
had my fi rst clutch of Silkie chicks. The 
Ice Saints arrived second week of May 
bringing sharp frosts that blackened 
potatoes, my dahlias, and Alistair’s vines 
but fortunately everything recovered well. 
Once again, the fruit trees look promising.

Early summer and back came the 
heat wave. May and June saw everyone 
rushing for the taps. Some vegetables 
started to bolt in the heat. The sugar 
snaps loved it and once again I had a 
bumper crop. I have delayed putting in 
my winter crops until the end of July. 
The butterfl ies and moths enjoyed 
the dry weather with 2 rather unusual 
varieties of moths spotted (see pictures 
below) a scarlet tiger moth feeding on 
some comfrey and 2 splendid privet 
hawk moths sunbathing on the door to 
Stephen’s fruit cage I think they are the 
largest of the moths.

The really strong winds towards the 
end of June early July played havoc with 
the runner beans and gourds.

As I write this, we have just had 
over half an inch of much needed rain 
the plants have all perked up and we 

are starting to look green again. The 
allotments have been closed to all but 
plot holders since March, the Parish 
Council have said they may be re-opened 
on 1st August if there are no problems. 
We also wait to hear from the Council 
if there will be an open day this year 
if there is, we look forward to seeing 
everyone. We may even see the Beacon 
back in print for the November edition.

Enjoy the rest of the summer.

Gloria

JTS DECORATING 
SERVICE 

AND PROPERTY 
MAINTENANCE

FIRST CLASS DECORATION WITH 
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Private and commercial properties all 
interior, exterior decoration and coving.

Wall, Floor Tiling and Plastering.
Floor stripping and renovation local 

references available, 
contact: John

T: 01525 240372
M:07809 113090

Email: JTS.DEC24@GMAIL.COM

BELLOWS MILL

EATON BRAY

Attractive short term and overnight 

accommodation

in idyllic surroundings of old water mill.

Licensed for civil wedding ceremonies

and receptions for up to 80 guests.

Small meeting room.

For details phone 01525 220548

or email reservations@bellowsmill.co.uk
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Ivinghoe Allotments

Tales from the Plot

Ihope that you are all keeping safe 
and well and continue to do so during 
this pandemic. It is great to know that 

Adrian, one of our alloment friends, has 
now been at home for a while after a 
lengthy spell in hospital and look forward 
to seeing him back again on the plot with 
binoculars close by.

It was good news for us alloment 
holders that the Government decided 
that working on our plots during the 
crisis was classed as our daily exercise. 
I personally made use of this as the golf 
course was shut and was able to get 
a few jobs done that otherwise would 
have been left on hold.

With grateful thanks to Ivinghoe Parish 
Council we were able to exercise on our 
plots, safely knowing that the site had 
been secured and that plotholder’s would 
be the only people present and we could 
observe social distancing easily.

It has been a strange time – we can be 
grateful that we have come through this 
terrible pandemic and to think that more 
than 42,000 people have passed away – 
more to think of than cutting grass.

The thing that saddened me prior to 
the lockdown was the number of people 
who started a new hobby of collecting 
toilet rolls, tins of baked beans and even 
Spam – it was a question of ‘I will have 
it regardless’.

A few weeks later we all saw in 
the media piles of unopened food 
discarded at a cost of £1.5 billion – 
purely mind-boggling.

At this time of year our site is 
looking great with the array of colours, 
with fl owers and various vegetables 
coming along nicely – especially after 
all the glorious sunshine (and thank 
goodness for the bursts of rain). The 
severe frost we had one week (-4) 
really caused havoc with a lot of fl owers 
and vegetables and to my delight all 
plotholder’s with potatoes have seen 
them thrive despite the frost. This week 
(end of June) I dug up some of the 
Pentland Javelin 1st Early potatoes, they 
were delicious.

Lettuces, peas and broad beans have 
all so far exceeded my expectations 
and with the amount of sun and rain 
that has fallen the courgettes and 
butternut squashes have really been 
spurned on. This year, for the fi rst time, 
I have experimented with White Star 
F1 Onion’s. They have larger bulbs than 
the traditional spring onions and strong 
pungency. So far, they are looking good. 
I have already harvested some of my 
shallots as they were ready to be lifted 
and have now been peeled, salted, 
washed and stored in vinegar and will be 
ready to eat in about six weeks.

Due to the fact that I was given four 
large black pots I have been able to 
experiment with fi ve different varieties of 
peas; Avola, Terrain, Meteor, Misty and 
Onward. I have already picked and eaten 
Onward! If you get the opportunity why 
don’t you have a go at experimenting 
with different vegetables and varieties?
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Our site is now moving forward in 
the technology world as IPC has given 
a plotholder permission to set up a 
wildlife camera on their plot. It will be 
very interesting to be told what weird 
and wonderful creatures appear on 
camera when the site is quiet, empty 
and in darkness.

On the topic of wildlife, a short while 
ago I went to my plot in the morning 
and as I approached I saw a bird hanging 
upside down in the netting. I soon 
realised that it was a beautiful thrush 
tangled in the netting due to its thrashing 
about to get away. Retired scout leader, 
Russell, was on his plot and as always 
being prepared had a pair of scissors 

in his greenhouse. He managed to cut 
Bertie (the name we gave it) from the 
main netting only to discover that the 
netting had also wound around its chest 
and wings. Working as a surgical team, 
Russell managed to cut all of the netting 
away and after a while he fl ew off 
towards the church. It was great to be 
able to hold such a delicate bird. Thank 
you Russell – I know who to contact if I 
get a deer caught in my fencing!

Stay safe and well all of you.

Mind how you go…

Ernie – Ivinghoe Plot Holder
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•  Tree Surgery & Felling
•  Stump Grinding 
•  Hedge Cutting
•  Landscaping

•  Fencing 

Tree & Garden Services

Contact Robert on

Tel:  07585 007109
Email:  rmlservices@outlook.com

www.rmltreeandgardenservices.co.uk
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( 07909 680807

W Roff Agricultural Services

• Hay & straw for sale
• Paddock maintenance
• Fencing

E l s a g E  F a r m ,  C H E d d i n g t o n

Ivinghoe Golf Club 

For further details contact: 

Pro  Shop: Tel: 01296 668696  

Clubhouse: Tel: 01296 668696 

E‐mail: info@ivinghoegolfclub.co.uk   

www.ivinghoegolfclub.co.uk 

Looking to Learn to Play or Improve your Golf? 

Book 6 lessons with our Pro Mark Flitney for 

£85.00, and if you decide to join we will refund 

the cost of your lessons.

• Various Adult Membership schemes available starTng from less than 

£8.00 per week. 

• Junior Membership £99.00 or only £20.00 with a Parent holding 

      7 day Membership. 

• Turn up and play Green Fees from £10.00 for 9 holes.   

Looking for a 

local Venue for 

a Party? 

Our Clubhouse is available for 

private hire for birthdays and 

celebraTons. 

Ivinghoe Golf Club, WellcroY, Ivinghoe, Nr. Leighton Buzzard, Beds, LU7 9EF 

Discount Golf Shop with the largest 

selecTon of equipment in the area 

A note from the Editor...
I very much hope that you are still 
enjoying reading the Ivinghoe Beacon 
magazine, it has changed a little since 
the Parish Council took over the 
production of the magazine.

We really want the magazine to be 
something you get pleasure from reading 
as well as a useful reference tool for 
local events and advertising.

We are always looking for new ideas to 
keep the magazine an interesting read, 
so if you have something that you would 
like to be considered for inclusion, please 
do get in touch!
Many thanks and happy reading.

Bridget Knight The Editor
ivinghoeparishclerk@gmail.com



RK Plumbing and Heating 

(previously t/as Plumb It All) 
•        Bathroom Installation 

•        Central Heating Systems 

•        All Plumbing Work Undertaken 

•        Landlord Gas Safety Certificate 

•        Breakdown and Repairs 

For more information contact Rick on 07720 265645 or 01296 714565 

email: rick@rkplumbing.net 

www.rkplumbing.net 

	

M. D. SPRING AUTOS
Martin D Spring

28 years established trading

For all your vehicle’s needs
Servicing, Bodywork repairs, MOTs arranged, Exhausts,

Welding, Tyres and Brakes
Your vehicle can be picked up and returned free of charge

Call now for a competitive quote
Telephone & fax: 01296 662280

Mobile: 07860 847328
Unit 9, Airfield Ind Est, Cheddington Lane

Long Marston, Tring, Herts HP23 4QR

Servicing, Class 4 and 7 MOTs on site, Exhausts,
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Lockdown Lowdown

As these articles are offered to the 
magazines of parishes adjoining 
Ashridge, many readers will be 

lucky enough to live within walking 
distance of the Estate. Never have I 
been more grateful for that than in the 
early weeks of lockdown, when we 
weren’t allowed to drive to our place 
of exercise. It certainly helped to keep 
me sane. Indeed, somewhat selfi shly, 
I rather enjoyed the extra peacefulness, 
seemingly having the bluebells to 
myself, and being able to walk along the 
footpath through the golf course without 
having to be on high alert. 

Ashridge has, though, missed its 
visitors terribly. Quite apart from the 
loss of income, it’s there to be enjoyed 
in all its glory. The army of volunteers, 
however, was kept abreast of goings-
on through wonderful, weekly, on-line 
newsletters. I thought I would rummage 
through them and pick out my top half 
dozen fascinating facts.
1.  With Easter trails cancelled, 5,544 

Cadbury’s eggs were distributed to 
charities (see photo).

2.  Meadleys Meadow (the huge 
expanse by the Visitor Centre) means 
“meadow meadow meadow”. 
“Mead” comes from the old-English 
for “meadow”. “Ley” is an agricultural 
term for a meadow. It has been a 
meadow since the 14th Century.

3.  An Ashridge tree was “vandalised” 
with the names and home States of 
American servicemen stationed there 
two weeks before D-day. It’s now of 
historical interest (see photo).

4.  A Grasshopper Warbler was singing 
in Monument Meadow, Little 
Gaddesden. These birds are very 
rarely recorded on the Estate.

5.  The rare Duke of Burgundy butterfl y 
was seen earlier than it’s ever been 
seen before.

6.  Colin Sturges sent in an amazing 
picture of Pitstone Windmill with 
the old cement works in the 
background. My, how the vista has 
changed (see photo)!Easter egg mountain (Photo: © National Trust Ashridge)

Tree engraved by American servicemen 
(Photo: © National Trust/Hugh Mothersole)

The Windmill and the Cement Works (Photo: © Colin Sturges)

So, what are the likely impacts of the 
lockdown on Ashridge? In the short-
term, there are anecdotal reports of 
some fl ora and fauna doing especially 
well with fewer people around, but 
the amazing weather is a more likely 
reason for such a bountiful spring. Sadly, 
some unscrupulous individuals have 
taken advantage of there being fewer 
people, and fl y-tipping has increased 
noticeably. In the medium term, several 
conservation projects have had to be 
put on hold because of staff being 
furloughed and volunteers having to 
isolate. A huge reduction in income to 
the National Trust will mean that projects 
will have to be prioritised and some 
delayed or even cancelled. In the longer-

term, the National Trust and Ashridge will 
bounce back and, quite possibly, emerge 
stronger. Many people have discovered 
anew the beauty and vital importance 
of the natural world, and that will surely 
feed through to increased support for the 
Trust and like-minded organisations.  

It’s the National Trust’s 125th year 
and, sadly, many planned celebrations 
could not take place, but some ingenious 
alternatives did. Once the Visitor Centre 
reopens, there will be an exhibition 
called “Ashridge through the ages”, 
which will be very well worth a look and 
will continue until the end of the year. 

Rikki Harrington
(Ashridge Estate Committee Member)
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ASIAN HORNET
What is it?
An invasive non-native hornet originally from Asia. Asian hornet is a highly aggressive predator of native insects and 
poses a significant threat to honey bees and other pollinators. In 2004 it was accidentally introduced to France where it 
has spread rapidly and into neighbouring countries. Since 2016 a number of sightings have been recorded in the UK. 

Suspected sightings should be reported immediately using the details provided at the bottom of this poster.

Vespa velutina

Have you seen this insect?

Yellow tips to legs

Entirely dark thorax
Dark abdomen

Fourth 
segment 
yellow / 
orange

Actual size

David Walker

Where might I see it?
May be seen on flowering plants, around beehives, around 
rotting / fermenting fruit and protein, and at street markets 
attracted by sweet fruit and fish stalls. 

Active from February to November across England and Wales.

What does it look like?
➤ Slightly smaller than native hornet
➤ Dark abdomen, 4th segment yellow / orange
➤ Bright yellow tips to legs (native hornet dark)
➤ Entirely brown or black thorax (native hornet more orange)

Asian hornet abdomen Native hornet abdomen

by email:

online at:

www.nonnativespecies.org

with the free iPhone and Android recording app: 
Report any sightings of this species:

‘Hawks’ outside honey bee colonies Asian hornet nest

DANGER!

This hornet stings.  
Do not disturb an active nest.  

Seek advice using the details below.

www.mbbka.org.uk www. bbka.org.uk 

If You See a Swarm: Declining Honey Bee numbers make the 
collection of swarms an important part of the work of bee keepers. You 
should never interfere with a swarm and pest control companies will 
not kill a swarm unless absolutely necessary. 

Please contact: 

MBBKA Swarm Hotline 07770370132  or 
Brian Bush – Mid Bucks Beekeepers and BBKA Swarm Officer 
 
BBKA British Bee Keepers Association website 
http:www.bbka.org.uk  
Mid Bucks Bee Keepers Association website 
https://mbbka.org.uk/  

Honey Bee Swarms:  Swarms such as the ones pictured 
are merely Colonies that are in transition. Normally these Swarms 
are found hanging from tree branch, fence post or any place where 
the swarm can gather close to the Queen while scouts are sent out 
to look for a more permanent home. A swarm left alone will only 
be in place from just a few minutes to a few hours and occasionally 
a few days. Generally these swarms are very docile and the swarm-
ing Bees usually will not sting. When Honey Bees swarm they 
gorge themselves with honey before leaving the hive which makes 
it very hard for them to double over and sting.  

What Causes Honey Bees to Swarm?:  Honey 
Bees have a natural instinct to survive by sending out new colo-
nies. They may also swarm through overcrowding or because an 
old queen is thought to be failing and they wish to raise a new 
one. Honey Bees usually swarm in early spring just as the colony 
is building up numbers in anticipation of the upcoming honey 
flow but swarming can happen through to late summer  
It is difficult to predict if weather conditions will lead to a large 
number of swarms in a particular year. 
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Pitstone & Ivinghoe Junior FC
U16 Girls Team

(school years 10/11)

New players always welcome. 
Have fun, keep fit and make

new friends.  
FA qualified coaches with local training 

and matches.
No experience necessary.

Contact: 
barryknight@pandifootball.net
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Anne Wight

Anne Wight
Bucks County Councillor, Ivinghoe Division

Ihope everyone is staying safe during 
this very challenging period as we 
transition from total lockdown to the 

“new normal”. I thought I might take this 
opportunity to fill in residents as to what 
the “new normal” looks like during the first 
few months of the new Buckinghamshire 
Council. While we definitely didn’t 
get off to the smooth start which was 
envisaged back before the Covid crisis and 
consequent lockdown, on 1 April, 2020 
the new council was officially launched. 
However, with no elections possible after 
the lockdown, all existing councillors 
from all the district councils and the 
county council were automatically made 
councillors of the new Buckinghamshire 
Council. 

I would also like to thank all the residents 
and local businesses who kindly donated 
presents to our Christmas Present Appeal 
for children in care across Buckinghamshire. 
The gifts meant so much to the growing 
number of looked after children in our 
care for whom Christmas can be a very 
difficult time. Thanks very much on behalf 
of Buckinghamshire County Council to 
everyone who took the time to remember 
our looked after children this Christmas.

For Ivinghoe Ward, this means a total 
of five councillors rather than the three 
originally envisaged including myself –
Anne Wight – along with my new unitary 
council colleagues, Cllrs Peter Cooper, 
Sandra Jenkins, Derek Town and Chris 
Poll. With seven parishes and with Cllr 
Cooper technically straddling both Ivinghoe 

and Wing Wards, we all agreed that we 
would divide up the parish work to reduce 
duplication of effort and to ensure that 
each parish had two dedicated councillors 
able to focus their attention on the specific 
needs of each parish and its residents. For 
Ivinghoe Parish, Cllr Chris Poll and I will be 
working together throughout the coming 
year to make sure that Ivinghoe residents 
have a definite voice in the new council as 
the new authority takes shape.

As we move forward into the “New 
Normal”, I also would like to remind 
everyone that we all need to be very 
vigilant since this pandemic is sadly 
far from over. In addition to social 
distancing measures, it is essential that 
everyone remember to wear face masks 
or coverings while using any public 
transport. This is particularly the case for 
bus passengers and parents of children 
using school transport. The government 
has got more advice on how to wear 
and how to make a cloth face covering 
on its website which you can find on 
this link below: https://www.gov.uk/
government/publications/how-to-wear-
and-make-a-cloth-face-covering?dm_
i=5438,7OP8,30S0KB,U1G6,1

While the Covid public health crisis has 
definitely been challenging, one of the 
greatest things to come out of it has been 
the way in which our communities pulled 
together to ensure that no one was left 
behind. The individual community volunteer 
groups were assisted by the Aylesbury 
Hub coordinators to make sure that help, 
food, and supplies got to self-isolating or 
shielding residents in need. I would like 
to take this opportunity to thank everyone 
who has participated in the many volunteer 
groups throughout our local area, which 
have been highly successful in helping 
shielding and self-isolating residents to 
cope with the effects of the pandemic. 

I am pleased to say we councillors were 
able to assist those efforts through our 
Covid fund which was made available 
through the new Community Boards. 
We have already been able to provide 
over £8000 in funding across the Wing 
and Ivinghoe wards to help our volunteer 
groups defray their expenses. As we do 
still have some funding still available for 
use by volunteer groups helping shielded 
or self-isolating residents, do please get 
in touch with one of us Buckinghamshire 
Councillors in your area if your volunteer 
group would like to be considered for 
funding to help defray expenses.

As for council meetings, during lockdown 
unfortunately we were not able to hold our 
first full Buckinghamshire Council meeting. 
However, we do have a virtual full meeting 
of the council scheduled within the coming 
weeks. Our local area planning committees 
have already resumed in online meetings, 
and so I am happy to report that planning 
applications are still being processed. 
I’ve also attended a Noise and Track 
Subcommittee for London Luton Airport 
online recently, and I know Cllr Poll and my 

other colleagues have also been busy as 
committees are now resuming online. If 
residents have any concerns or questions, 
it is still business as normal, so do please 
get in touch. 

I would like to also remind residents 
that they can still use Fix My Street and 
the online Rights of Way reporting tools 
to report any maintenance issues to the 
council. Both of these reporting tools 
can be found on the Buckinghamshire 
Council website link below: https://www.
buckscc.gov.uk/services/transport-and-
roads/report-a-highways-problem/

Finally, I would like to draw everyone’s 
attention to the new Community Boards 
which will help us to deliver services in 
partnership with parishes and residents in 
a totally new way. As the Chairman of the 
new Wing and Ivinghoe Community Board, 
I am very excited about the opportunity 
to improve the way that we work with 
residents and parish councils to deliver 
results and better address local needs. 
I will be working with Cllr Peter Cooper 
who has kindly agreed to be the Deputy 
Chairman on the Board, as well as with the 
other local members - Cllrs Sandra Jenkins, 
Chris Poll and Derek Town representing 
Ivinghoe Ward, and Cllrs Netta Glover and 
Ashley Bond from Wing Ward.

Together we will be working with 
parish councils, Thames Valley Police, 
Buckinghamshire Fire & Rescue, and local 
health organisations to address a wide 
variety of local priorities. While we will be 
looking initially to ensure that we continue 
to be responsive to those shielding due to 
the Covid Crisis, other local priorities we 
might focus on could include things like 
tackling environmental issues, addressing 
mental health or anxiety within the    u 
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raising awareness of how to help avoid 
vulnerable people falling victim to doorstep 
scams and cybercrime, improving road 
safety, improving community transport 
options, and anything else residents feel 
is important to them.

With a dedicated Community Board 
coordinating offi cer in place, we hope to 
be able to engage residents who may have 
felt that their needs previously had been 
overlooked or who may not have had time 
to attend parish council meetings due 
to work commitments. The Community 
Boards are for all residents. We will be 
looking at new ways of gathering resident 
input, encouraging participation via new 
channels, and making sure everyone who 
wants their voice heard has a say in setting 
local priorities for the board to focus on. 

While Buckinghamshire will have 16 
Community Boards in total, no two boards 
will be alike. This is an organic, new and 
ever-evolving concept in local government. 
As we don’t want to be restricted by the 
full Community Board meeting dates 

in order to get to grips with key issues 
affecting residents, we will be setting 
up sub-committees to work in depth and 
get results. The number and nature of 
sub-committees won’t be determined by 
a top-down type of government model 
but instead will be determined by local 
stakeholders themselves. Sub-committees 
can then report their fi ndings, concerns 
and funding requests to the Community 
Board for projects that are driven directly 
by resident needs and priorities.

I will be keeping parish councils informed 
about how the new Community Boards 
are progressing, so do please keep 
checking their websites and bulletins 
for more information as to how you can 
become involved so we can hear your 
ideas about how you would like to see our 
communities develop and thrive. Even if 
you don’t have time to attend meetings 
themselves, your voice still counts, so 
do please get in touch as we go forward 
together.

Anne Wight

Your local Councillors:
Cllr Karen Groom
Areas of Responsibility: Allotments, Beacon Magazine, 
Beacon Villages Library, Conservation Area, Footpaths and 
Bridleways, Parish Maintenance, Ivinghoe Aston Village 
Hall, Lawn Hire, Lawn and Trees, National Trust/Chiltern 
Soc., Planning
Add: Willowdene Farm, Ivinghoe, LU7 9EA
Tel: 01296 668326 or Mob: 07882 3562411
Email: karengroom@hotmail.co.uk

Mrs Bridget Knight
Clerk to Ivinghoe Parish Council
Add: Parish Offi ce, Ivinghoe Town Hall, 
High Street, Ivinghoe, Bucks LU7 9EP
Tel: 07960 605393
Email: ivinghoeparishclerk@gmail.com

Cllr Chris Poll
District Cllr Edlesborough Ward
Add: 43 Gooseacre, Cheddington LU7 0SR
Tel: 01296 663 737
Email: cpoll@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Cllr Derek J Town
Tel: 01296 661637
Email: dvtown@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Cllr Anne Wight
Bucks County Councillor 
Ivinghoe Division
Add: 31 Redwood Drive, Wing, LU7 0TA
Tel: 01296 682955
Email: awight@buckscc.gov.uk

Cllr Stephen Lott 
Areas of Responsibility: Beacon Villages Library, Footpaths 
and Bridleways, Ivinghoe Aston Village Hall, Lawn Hire, 
Local Area Forum, Playgrounds (Ivinghoe and Ivinghoe 
Aston), Police Liaison, Town Hall Committee
Add: 2 Yew Tree Close, Ivinghoe, LU7 9ET.
Tel: 01296 668897
Email: sjl@linley-lott.me

Cllr Sandra Jenkins
Tel: 01296 668587
Email: sjenkins@aylesburyvaledc.gov.uk

Cllr Andrew Dicker 
Areas of Responsibility: Allotments, Finance
Add: The Old House, 38 Station Road, Ivinghoe, LU7 9EB.
Tel: 01296 668444
Email: andrew.dicker31@gmail.com

Cllr Claire Bamber
Areas of Responsibility: Conservation Area, Human 
Resources (Clerks employment and training), IPC Website 
and Social Media (inc Facebook and Twitter), Planning 
Sub-Committee, Police Liaison, Streets, Street Lights and 
Highways (inc Traffi c Calming), Grants and Fundraising
Add: Bruce Grove House, Great Gap. Ivinghoe. LU7 9DZ
Tel: 01296 668134 or Mob: 07711 107 114
Email: claire.bamber@btinternet.com

Cllr Anna Stone
Areas of Responsibility: Education, Footpaths and 
Bridleways, Town Hall Committee, Grants and Fundraising
Add: Willowdene Farm, Ivinghoe, LU7 9EA
Tel: 01296 668326
Email: annastone92@hotmail.co.uk

Cllr Pat Roach
Areas of Responsibility: Health, Community Impact Bucks 
Liaison, General Parish Maintenance, Lawn and Trees, 
Local Area Forum
Add: Church View, Church Road, Ivinghoe LU7 9EU
Tel: 01296 668482
Email: p.g.roach@hotmail.com 

Cllr Sheena Bexson
Areas of Responsibility: Community Impact Bucks Liaison, 
Planning sub-committee, Play Areas (Ivinghoe Aston & 
Ivinghoe), Streets, Street Lights and Highways (inc Traffi c 
Calming).
Email: SBexson@automotive-property.com
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COULD YOU
DRIVE SOME OF
OUR RESIDENTS

TO MEDICAL
APPOINTMENTS?

CAN YOU HELP
SUPPORT THE

LOCAL
COMMUNITY?

PLEASE JOIN US AS A VOLUNTEER DRIVER

ALL YOU NEED IS YOUR CAR, A DRIVING LICENCE AND A FEW HOURS A MONTH
TO OFFER SOMEONE LOCAL A LIFT
YOU CAN DRIVE AS LITTLE OR AS OFTEN AS YOU LIKE
IT DOESN'T AFFECT YOUR INSURANCE
MILEAGE EXPENSES ARE PAID

For more information or to volunteer:
Please leave a message with Stephen on 01296 767116 or email

communitytransport@pitstone.co.uk

PITSTONE COMMUNITY CAR SCHEME

LIMITED LOCAL TRANSPORT DOES NOT PROVIDE RESIDENTS
WITH ACCESS TO VITAL HEALTHCARE APPOINTMENTS

www.connectionsupport.org.uk

Interested?
Take that first step and contact our Volunteer Co-ordinators 

to find out how you can make a difference.
Buckinghamshire: 01296 484322

volunteers@connectionsupport.org.uk

@connectionsup            ConnectionSupport

Enhance a life today and
become a Befriender!

You will be
supporting lonely and 

socially isolated clients 
to build confidence, 

attend medical 
appointments, shopping 

and much more.



01442 890265
enquiries@travelimpressions.co.uk

www.travelimpressions.co.uk
Suite 4, George House, 64 High Street, Tring, Herts. HP23 4AF

A World of ExperienceA World of ExperienceA World of Experience

Explore... Dream... Discover...

We can help you create the best itinerary, as we offer: 
Personalised planning - we take the time to get to know you 
Friendly, honest advice from an independent travel agency

Extensive experience to arrange every detail
Using fully bonded tour operators • No booking fees

Travel Impressions are specialists in tailor-making holidays 
to destinations worldwide. If  you are thinking of  travelling 
to Canada, USA, Australia, New Zealand, Southern Africa, 

South America, Asia, India, Sri Lanka, China, Japan or within 
Europe, please call or email us.


